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As part of Superintendent Tom Horne’s ongoing efforts to improve the communication of academic
expectations, the Arizona Department of Education is releasing High School reading, writing, and
mathematics items to the public.  This release is intended to provide students, parents, teachers, and the
community with specific examples of the types of skills being assessed on the AIMS tests.  The release is
divided into a reading/writing form and a mathematics form, similar to the AIMS test.

This release is from the 2004 AIMS administration which includes three reading passages, directions, and
the items associated with each passage in the form of a mini-test.  The reading section is followed by the
writing section that includes the prompt and directions used in the AIMS assessments.  The final section
will contain the individual items with the correct answers and statistical information about each item.

The mathematics section consists of a mini-test with fourteen items from the 2002, 2003, 2004, and 2005
AIMS administrations, followed by the individual items and their statistics.

The statistical information provided includes:
1) Item identification number;
2) Correct answer;
3) Response probability (P-Value), which represents the percentage of students who answered the
question correctly;
4) Rasch difficulty, which measures the difficulty of the item on a scale in which -3 indicates a very
easy item and +3 indicates an extremely difficult item;
5) The performance objective as the item aligns to the 2003 standards.

The items are reproductions of the actual items as they appeared on the AIMS assessments.  If you have
any questions, please contact Frank Brashear, Director of Test Item Development, at (602) 542-5031.
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1. What effect do the “fly tracks scattered across the page” have on Belisa’s life?

A She becomes a sports enthusiast.

B She leaves her home in the mountains.

C She throws away her dictionary.

D She learns she can make money with words.

2. What do Belisa’s actions during the journey reveal about her personality?

A She is determined to survive.

B She is indifferent to the suffering of others.

C She is passionate about language.

D She is careless with her possessions.

3. Why does Belisa view her profession as honorable?

A She uses words from the dictionary.

B People pay her well for her services.

C The job provides infinite possibilities.

D She sells words without deceit.
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4. What does the author believe is the biggest problem for the national parks?

A view of the Sierra Club

B balancing public access with preservation

C developing better roads

D too many governmental regulations

5. What is the author’s main point in the article?

A More people should visit national parks.

B Old Faithful is the best attraction in the United States.

C Snow enhances a visit to a national park.

D National parks must be preserved.

6. The author states “Today there are precious few national parks outside Alaska that remain
largely free of paved roads …”  What belief is indicated by this word choice?

A Too many roads are in the parks.

B The parks outside Alaska are large.

C There are not enough roads in the parks.

D There are too few parks outside Alaska.

7. When was the National Park Service Act passed?

A 1872

B 1912

C 1916

D 1929
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8. What does Nyala want to learn about the first sidewinder?

A how it makes its tracks

B how it attacks its prey

C how long it can stay motionless

D how it reproduces

9. What does Nyala want her dog to learn from the encounter with the second sidewinder?

A Rattlesnakes are friendly.

B Rattlesnakes are dangerous.

C Rattlesnakes can be tracked.

D Rattlesnakes move sideways.

10. What will Sam probably do the next time he sees a snake?

A He will leave it alone.

B He will bark at it.

C He will play with it.

D He will attack it.

11. Which statement below best states the author’s attitude toward the desert?

A The desert is a dangerous place.

B She is comfortable in the desert.

C The desert is a good place for Sam to play

D She feels like a stranger in the desert.
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DIRECTIONS: Write your draft on the following lines.  Refer to the writing prompt
and your prewriting and planning space as you write your draft.
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Final Copy

DIRECTIONS:

DIRECTIONS:

WRITER’S CHECKLIST

□ Does my paper have a specific audience and a specific purpose?

□ Does my paper contain a strong controlling idea?

□ Does my paper stay on topic?

□ Does my paper include specific and relevant details, reasons, and examples?

□ Does my paper have an effective beginning, middle, and end?

□ Does my paper progress in a logical order, and do my ideas flow smoothly?

□ Does my paper contain interesting audience appropriate vocabulary?

□ Does my paper contain sentences that are clear and varied in structure?

□ Does my paper include effective use of paragraphing?

□ Does my paper include correct grammar/usage, punctuation, capitalization,
and spelling?

Now you are going to revise your draft.  Read your draft, then use the
questions in the Writer’s Checklist as a guide to make your changes.
Check each box if you can answer “yes” to that question.

For each box you did not check, make a change on your draft.  Then
write your final version in your answer document.



AIMS Reading Released Items for 2006

      Arizona Department of Education 18 of 21                           Released 11-15-06

Item Reading Item Data
1

Item
Number

2019505 Correct
Answer

D P-Value .865 Equated Rasch Value -0.6487

2003 Reading Standard Alignment is Strand 2 – Concept 1 – Performance Objective 1

What effect do the “fly tracks scattered across the page” have on Belisa’s life?

A She becomes a sports enthusiast.

B She leaves her home in the mountains.

C She throws away her dictionary.

D She learns she can make money with words.

2 Reading Item Data
Item
Number

2019507 Correct
Answer

A P-Value .756 Equated Rasch Value 0.0774

2003 Reading Standard Alignment is Strand 2 – Concept 1 – Performance Objective 1

What do Belisa’s actions during the journey reveal about her personality?

A She is determined to survive.

B She is indifferent to the suffering of others.

C She is passionate about language.

D She is careless with her possessions.

3 Reading Item Data
Item
Number

2019511 Correct
Answer

D P-Value .58 Equated Rasch Value 0.7046

2003 Reading Standard Alignment is Strand 2 – Concept 1 – Performance Objective 1

  Why does Belisa view her profession as honorable?

A She uses words from the dictionary.

B People pay her well for her services.

C The job provides infinite possibilities.

D She sells words without deceit.
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4 Reading Item Data
Item
Number

2019556 Correct
Answer

B P-Value .869 Equated Rasch Value -0.7909

2003 Reading Standard Alignment is Strand 3 – Concept 1 – Performance Objective 7

What does the author believe is the biggest problem for the national parks?

A view of the Sierra Club

B balancing public access with preservation

C developing better roads

D too many governmental regulations

Item Reading Item Data
5

Item
Number

2019558 Correct
Answer

D P-Value  .91 Equated Rasch Value -1.0920

2003 Reading Standard Alignment is Strand 3 – Concept 3 – Performance Objective 1

What is the author’s main point in the article?

A More people should visit national parks.

B Old Faithful is the best attraction in the United States.

C Snow enhances a visit to a national park.

D National parks must be preserved.

6 Reading Item Data
Item
Number

2019559 Correct
Answer

A P-Value  .767 Equated Rasch Value -0.0182

2003 Reading Standard Alignment is Strand 3 – Concept 1 – Performance Objective 7

The author states “Today there are precious few national parks outside Alaska that
    remain largely free of paved roads …”  What belief is indicated by this word choice?

A Too many roads are in the parks.

B The parks outside Alaska are large.

C There are not enough roads in the parks.

D There are too few parks outside Alaska.
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7 Reading Item Data
Item
Number

2019560 Correct
Answer

C P-Value .854 Equated Rasch Value -0.6469

2003 Reading Standard Alignment is Strand 3 – Concept 1 – Performance Objective 3

When was the National Park Service Act passed?

A 1872

B 1912

C 1916

D 1929

8 Reading Item Data
Item
Number

2019530 Correct
Answer

A P-Value .834 Equated Rasch Value -0.5967

2003 Reading Standard Alignment is Strand 3 – Concept 1 – Performance Objective 3

What does Nyala want to learn about the first sidewinder?

A how it makes its tracks

B how it attacks its prey

C how long it can stay motionless

D how it reproduces

9 Reading Item Data
Item
Number

2019531 Correct
Answer

B P-Value .667 Equated Rasch Value -0.2000

2003 Reading Standard Alignment is Strand 3 – Concept 1 – Performance Objective 7

    What does Nyala want her dog to learn from the encounter with the second sidewinder?

A Rattlesnakes are friendly.

B Rattlesnakes are dangerous.

C Rattlesnakes can be tracked.

D Rattlesnakes move sideways.
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10 Reading Item Data
Item
Number

2019532 Correct
Answer

A P-Value  .884 Equated Rasch Value -1.0814

2003 Reading Standard Alignment is Strand 3 – Concept 1 – Performance Objective 7

What will Sam probably do the next time he sees a snake?

A He will leave it alone.

B He will bark at it.

C He will play with it.

D He will attack it.

11 Reading Item Data
Item
Number

2019537 Correct
Answer

B P-Value  .713 Equated Rasch Value 0.2491

2003 Reading Standard Alignment is Strand 3 – Concept 1 – Performance Objective 7

    Which statement below best states the author’s attitude toward the desert?

A The desert is a dangerous place.

B She is comfortable in the desert.

C The desert is a good place for Sam to play

D She feels like a stranger in the desert.


